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Every effort has been expended to make the museum
a home of material associations with Mr. Ruskin by
securing some adequate representation of every picture,
building, sculpture, or natural product which serves to
illustrate or to interpret his books. Though this pur-
pose imposes a more restricted scope than that which is
taken by the general museums of the country, every one
acquainted with the width and variety of the subject-
matter of Mr. Ruskin's treatment will recognise that
the collection can suffer from no narrow specialism.
Strict,care is taken to avoid confusing the mind and
senses of the visitor by multiplicity of disordered detail;
a thoughtful system of rotation is practised in the exhi-
bition of the more educative drawings and pictures,
only a limited number being placed on view at the
same time.

The walls of the rooms are garnished with sug-
gestive and stimulative texts from Mr. Ruskin's writings.
The first room, for example, containing stones and
other specimens of natural history, thus enforces the
first principles of all intelligent study. " You will never
love Art well till you love what she mirrors better."1
" Pleasant wonder is no loss of time." " All judgment
of Art is founded in the knowledge of Nature/' " There
are so many things we never see." Not only by these
bold proclamations, but by a thousand subtle incidents
in the choice and the ordering of the treasures from
nature and art, the reader of Mr. Ruskin's books is
touched by the sense of his familiar personal presence :
everywhere his mind and hand seem at work, his fine
particular enthusiasms shine forth, his very prejudices
are carefully conserved. Among the minerals, his
special studies in the Silica class, in particular the agates.
Tgress with less reference to purely personal conduct, and with more dependence
